
The Casserole 

VOCAL SCORE  

   SNYDER/HAYDEN 



Music by  	 	 	  
Evan L. Snyder 

Libretto by 	 	 	  
Hannah Hayden 

The Casserole 
a chamber opera in a prologue and one scene 



Dramatis Personae 
Two college-aged midwesterners: 

Kevin, he’s twenty-two .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  Lyric Tenor 
Anna, hungry and a bit of  a skeptic .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..   Soubrette Soprano 

Three weirds, damned for culinary crimes:  

Mable, poisoned her husband .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  Soprano 
Marion, cursed a village (merely) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..   Mezzo-soprano 
Myrtle, ate her neighbor’s children .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  Mezzo-soprano 

Setting 

Prologue — Wherever, Whatever 
Scene i — Kevin’s Grandmother’s House 

Instrumentation 

Flute 
Clarinet in Bb (doubling Bass Clarinet in Bb) 

Horn in F 
Trombone 

Percussion (1 Player)* 
Harp 
Piano 

Violin 
Viola 

Violoncello 
Double Bass 

*Vibraphone, Tubular Bells, Crotales, Glockenspiel,  
Tam-tam, Bass Drum, Triangle, Suspended Cymbal, Whip 

Duration — 25 minutes 

Created in partial fulfillment of  MA Opera Making and Writing  
at the Guildhall School of  Music and Drama. 

©2024
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Kev.
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was told some time a go- That you can’t
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Kev.

That
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seems like quite a large

jump!
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Slower	(q=66)
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p	taken	aback
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Somewhat	freely	(q=80) rall.	 Slow	and	perfectly	steady	(h=36)
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Then some sprigs of rose ma- ry,-
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Anna

Kev.

Yes,

mf	with	weight

eye of newt!

( 	K	q=q)

Suddenly	faster	(q=112)S328

Eyes

mp	parlando

of newts?
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Kev.

Ket chup- and ox tongue, lamb’s ears and.. . Ah!
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Eyes of newts!
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Close

p	molto	legato

your eyes, and i ma- gine- the per son.- What

poco	parlando

did your grand mo- ther-

Even	slower	than	before	(q=60)
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Anna

Kev.

Gray

piu	p	dolce

hair,

poco	rall.	 Slower	(q=48)
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and a can dy- pink night robe. . . Gray

piu	p	dolce

hair,

piu	p	murky
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old worn hands, and
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a can dy- pink night robe. . .

molto	rall.	
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Kev.

Who

p	chant-like

can

Tempo	(q=60)
accel.	

Tempo	(q=100)

T
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hear me, Re turn- from where you are sleep ing.-

stringendo	
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Kev.

We're
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so

(q=120) poco	rall.	
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Kev.

Who
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can

accel.	360

turn from where you are sleep
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ing.- Who
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hear me, Re turn- from where you are sleep ing.-
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can hear me, Who
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hear me, Re turn- from where you are. . .
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That's e nough!-
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Kev.

We

mf

wan ted- a re ci- pe- for the cas se- -

437

Anna

Mbl.

Mrn.

Myr.

Kev.

Yes!

f

But in stead-

440

Ah,

p

The Cas

mf	hungrily	( not	literally)

se- role!-

Ah,

p

The Cas

mf	hungrily	( not	literally)

se- role!-

Ah,

p

The Cas

mf	hungrily	( not	literally)

se- role!-

role.

mf

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

5
4

4
4

&

‹

&

.

. .
. .

. .

?

.

. .
. . . .

&
∑ ∑

>

&
∑

&
∑

&
∑

&

‹

∑ ∑

&

. . .

∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏
∏

∑

. . .
.

?

.

. .
. . . .

>

> > > > >

>

.

Œ ‰
œ#

j
œ# œ# œ# œ œ# ™ œ

J
˙# Œ œ<n> œ# œ ™

œ

j

œ# œ# ˙ ™

Ó
œ
œ
œ
œ#

#
#

# ™
™
™
™

‰œ

œ
j

˙#

œ#
J

œ œ<n> œ<n> œ#

œ
œ
œ
œ

™
™
™
™

œ

j

œ œn

œ
œ œ œ

œ
œ

œb
œb

œ

œ

œ# œ

J ‰ ‰ œ#

j
œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ

œ#

œ œ

J ‰

Œ
œb

Œ œb œb œ

Ó œ ™
œ#

J

œ ™
œ#

J

˙

Ó œ ™ œ#

j
œ ™

œ#

j
˙#

Ó œ ™ œ

j

œ ™ œ

j
˙#

˙# Ó

‰

w# œ#

J

œ œ
œ
œ
œ
œ ™
™
™
™ œ

œ
œ
œ#

#

J

˙
˙̇
˙
˙#

#
#

œ œ œ<n> œ#

‰ œ#

j
œ œ œ œ œ<n> œ#

œ#

œ œ

J ‰

œ
œ
œœ
œ

#
##

œ œ œ

œ

œ<n>

<n>
Œ

œ<n>

Ó

65



{

°

¢

{

°

¢

Anna

Myr.

Kev.

you

suspiciously

all ap peared. . .
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-

(q=112)rall.	
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Myr.

bro ken- bread. . . We’ll
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Suddenly	faster	again	(q=144)
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Kev.

Of

pushing	up	to	tempo

course, you must be hun

mf

gry!-

Quick	again	(q=144)
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f	pesante mp	leggiero
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Anna

We mere ly- wan ted- the re ci- pe!-

rall.	474

pp f

Mbl.

Mrn.

Myr.

Break

mp	cheerily,	a	demented	nursery	rhyme	

ing- bread with the mor tals,- break ing- bread with the mor tals,-
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break ing- bread with the mor tals,- break ing- bread. . .
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break ing- bread, break ing- bread, and e vil- once more shall reign!
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Mrn.

Kev.

pick led- snakes, and frog

mf

blood,
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That's

f

not how my grand ma- made it!
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Why
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did she e ven- have such things?
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loved to cook!
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Myr.

may be- some cus tard- to make it sweet!

f col	canto a	tempo	(q.=144)
488

And cha os- shall rule the world!
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Don’t mind me!
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Dum

p	nonchalantly

bum deem ba dum,

Slower,	eerie	(q.=120)
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poco	rall.	 a	tempo	(q.=120)
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Faster,	with	greater	urgency	(q=72)
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Tempo	I	(q=52)
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squeeze your hand once
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Anna

We

pp	firm

don’t a wa- ken- the

poco	rall.	 molto	rall.	
549

piu	pp

ø

colla	voce

Anna

dead.

Like	the	opening	(q=120)
accel.	a	doppio	movimento	

G1

551

ppp

Mbl.

Myr.

Be

mf	faux	cheerily,	trying	to	cover	for	Myrtle

a good boy!

a	tempo	(q=120)556

Eat

ff	growing	impatient

the slop, you sil ly- child!
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Anna

Kev.

We

f

need to send them back!

Recitativo	(q=120) accel.	 rall.	
558

You’re

mp	coming	to	his	senses

right. This is per verse.- And these old

driving

la dies- are freaks!

f

Mbl.

Mrn.

Myr.

Now

f	devastated

our chance is gone!

a	tempo,	freely	(q=120)
563

This

f	devastated

can not- be!

You

ff	enraged

bas tard- chil dren!-
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Kev.

Not

f	appalled

in my grand ma's- house!

Driving,	in	one	(h.=60)

H1

567

f
p ff

°

Mbl.

Mrn.

Myr.

Who

f	malicious,	cursing	them

threa tens- to ba nish- us

570

Who

f	malicious,	cursing	them

threa tens- to ba nish- us

Who

f	malicious,	cursing	them

threa tens- to ba nish- us
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*The	piano	notation	in	b.569-587	has	been	reduced	in	size	to	allow	for	fewer	page	turns.
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Mbl.

Mrn.

Myr.

once more

573

once more

once more

ø

Mbl.

Mrn.

Myr.

Shall suf fer- as
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Mbl.

Mrn.

Myr.

we have suf fered!- - -

579

suf fer- and suf fer!- - -

suf fer- and suf fer!- - -

ø

Mbl.

Mrn.

Myr.

An e ter

ff

- - - -

rall.	 Broader	(h.=54)
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An e ter
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- - - -

An e ter

ff

- - - -
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Mbl.

Mrn.

Myr.

ni ty- - - in

rall.	
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ni ty- - -

ni ty- - -
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Anna

Mbl.

Mrn.

Myr.

What'

f

ll we do!

Quick,	not	quite	as	fast	as	before	(q=132)

I1

588

Wher

mf

e- ver,- what e- ver!- Wher e- ver,-

Wher

mf

e- ver,- what e- ver!- Wher e- ver,-

Wher

mf

e- ver,- what e- ver!- Wher -

sub.	p	ominous
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Mbl.

Mrn.

Myr.

Kev.

what

mp

e- ver!- Wher e- ver,- what e- ver!-

591

what

mp

e- ver!- Wher e- ver,- what e- ver!-

e- ver,- what

mp

e- ver!- Wher e- ver,- what -

Where

f

did they e ven- come from?

Mbl.

Mrn.

Myr.

Wher e- ver!- Would

mf	mockingly

n’t- you like to know!

(q=q.)
594

Wher e- ver!-

e- ver!- What e- ver!-
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Anna

They

f	with	sudden	realization

came from the o ven!- The cup boards!- The fridge!

597

mf f

Mbl.

Mrn.

Myr.
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Anna

Mbl.

Mrn.

Myr.

Kev.

Send

mf

them

J1

601

Wher

mp	chanting

e- ver,- what e- ver!- Ah

f	maniacally

ha ha ha! Ah ha ha

Wher

mp	chanting

e- ver,- what e- ver!- Ah

f	maniacally

ha ha ha! Ah ha ha

Wher

mp	chanting

e- ver,- what e- ver!- Ah

f	maniacally

ha ha ha ha ha

Send
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Anna

Mbl.

Mrn.

Myr.

Kev.

back!

f603

ha!

ha!

ha!

back!

f

In to- the fridge!

f p	delicate

Mrn.

I’m

mp	attempting	innocence

just a poor old la dy!-
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Kev.

You

f

can’t fool me!

607

mp f

Mbl.

Wher

mp	frantic,	breathless

e- ver,- what e- ver!-

609

mp	leggiero

Anna

Mbl.

In

mp

to- the o ven!-

611

Oh,

f	distraught

my wig!
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