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4. Ouragan III

Jean Arceneaux

Ouragan III

Un enfant est arraché de son pére
Qui essayait de tenir sa petite main dans la sienne,
Et qui lui disait que ¢a allait tout finir bien.

Il comprend pas tout de suite
Qu’il va jamais le revoir encore.

Les événements le ramassent
Et ’ameénent dans le trou noir
Derriére la raison.

Le tourbillon engendré par le vide
Dans son milieu

Cache tout assez longtemps

Pour perdre le garcon.

Ca se passe si vite qu’on se demande pas
Ayou il a passé jusqu’a quelques moments
Apres ’arrivée de la pluie.

Debout au milieu du rien qui reste
Avec les clous qui tombent du ciel violet.
Le pére se trouve chanceux d’étre 1a,

De sentir la peur et le froid dans les veines,
De sentir les narines qui essaient de haler assez d’air
Pour fournir au cceur qui veut exploser,

A la téte qui essaie de nager a trayers du vertige,
Aux oreilles qui cherchent un son essentiel dans le silence
Et aux yeux qui brilent pour voir au-dela du dégat,

Et c’est 13, a ce moment imprécis,
Qu’il apergoit ’absence.

Et son premier regret est

Que ses dernieres paroles a son fils
Etaient une menterie.

Intense, unabating (J= 112)

Evan L. Snyder

Hurricane III

A child is wrenched from his father
Who was trying to hold the boy's little hand in his own
And who was telling him that all would end well.

The man doesn't realize right away
That he will never see his son again.

The events lift him up
And carry him into the black hole
Behind all reason.

The whirlwind spawned by the void
In his world

Hides all just long enough

To lose track of the boy:

It happens'so fast that no one wonders
Where he went-until moments
After the arrival of the rain.

Standing in the middle of the nothing that remains
With rain falling like nails from the purple sky.
The father finds himself fortunate to be alive,

To feel the fear and the ice in his veins,
To feel his nostrils trying to gasp enough air
To furnish his heart that is about to explode,

And his head swimming through the spinning,
And his ears listening for an essential sound in the silence
And his burning eyes trying to see past the devastation,

And it is then, at that imprecise moment,
That he becomes aware of the absence.
And his first regret is

That his last words to his son

Were a lie.
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