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Three Murders 
Suite for Symphony Orchestra 

	 	 	 	 I. From atop the Highest Temple 
	 	 	 	 II. For Forty Days and Forty Nights, he was Hungry 
	 	 	 	 III. In All Their Splendor 
	  

by Evan L. Snyder 

Orchestra 
2 Flutes 
2 Oboes, 2nd doubling English Horn 
2 Clarinets in B flat 
2 Bassoons 

2 Horns in F 
2 Trumpets in C 
2 Trombones 
Tuba 

Timpani 
Percussion (2 players) 
	 crash cymbals, suspended cymbals, glockenspiel, tubular bell, and woodblock (with snare drum sticks) 

Harp 
Piano 

Strings 

Program Note 
The Three Murders is a suite of  three of  the seven orchestral interludes from the opera A Capacity for Evil. 

The story of  the opera follows Daniel, a famed 1930s private eye, who, with help from his partner Doyle and his 
fiancée Angelica, works to unravel a series of  grisly murders all occurring on New Years Eve. These murders, 
engineered by an unknown murderer after a passage of  the bible, known as “The Temptations of  Christ,” are 
captured in these three interludes—which echo both the victim’s experience and the murderer’s own warped 
interpretation of  the passage. A Capacity for Evil was featured in Fort Worth Opera’s 2017 Frontiers Showcase and 
awaits an upcoming piano/vocal debut with Opera MODO, in September 2018.

Duration approximately 12 minutes 
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